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‘Kens of the divine favour. Ou 


‘Pretiows toa 


| 


divine ch 
went for 50 


and, we trust, our ent = 
pleasures were, however, 


with pain, arising from the seriot of 


our much | esteemed brother Fuller, by. which he was pre- 
_ vented from meeting with us. May his health be speedily _ 
restored, and his valuable life long continued. As there 


seems a gfleat want of faithful, active m miinistersin dur deno- 
l f pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that he would * 0 
labourers into his vine ard. 
In our last annual letter, we addressed you on the en- 

t which the promised influence of the Holy Spirit 


affords in s reading the — Deeply sensible of the close 


connexion which subsists between the increase of vital reli- 


gion among the disciples of Christ, and the spread of his 


‘ingdom in the world, we wish this year to.call your atten- 


tion to the subject of walking with God. This is a compre- 


hensive phrase, used by the sacred historian, to describe 


| Enoch and Noah. It not only imports that 


were men, — that they were eminent for spiri- 


2 ity and 16 Gods similar to what is said of 


Caleb and Joshua, who “followed the Lord fully.” Let us not 


content ourselves with admitiog their excellencies, but“ be 


followers of them who through faith and patience — 


the mig Promote this desirable 
„im, of. walking ‘with 
ar ‘consideration of the subject, 
It may ‘ot be iiproper to premise, that walking with God 


sits 


supposes reconciliation to him for «bow can two walk together 


expeptithey be agreed?“ Among men there can be no cor- 
dial — gu fnéndship;' without some measure of agrée- 


Went in views, ispositions, and designs, But man, by na- 
ture, is an enemy to God. ‘While. this is che reigning tem- 


of his heart, however decent bis outward conduct may 
e, he can Only’ ‘walk ‘contrary to him ; and, by daily in- 


Fad ‘sorrow: recollect this was once 
* abd state, alienated from the life of God, and ene- 
mies in your minds by wicked works. But God, of his rich 
d disungvishing mercy, has, we trust, slain the enmity of 
Gur hearts; and wrought such a change in you, that — 
now cordially love his holy character and righteous law, 
which were once the objects of your decided aversion. This 
led you to deep repentance and 
‘to seek for- 


ve guilt, involye himself in deeper condemnation. — 
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the commencement 0 


ane tance with, him, through the obedience 
and sacrifice of Christ; 


gl so the continuance of it is expressed by walking with 
im. Our limits will only allow us to take three yiews of this 


arly they may attend on its outward forms, habituall 


live without God in the world.“ Their minds are agitated 


with cares, and filled with projects of interest, ambition, 


and pleasure; but * God is not in all their thoughts.“ If at 
any time an alarming discourse, or an affecting providence, 
compel them to think of God, ‘ not liking to retain him in 


their thoughts,” they endeavour to banish him from their 


minds, to make room for the undisiurbed dominion of those 
objects which are more congenial to their depraved taste. 
But in opposition to such, an awful state of forgetfulness of 
bim, we trust you can contemplate his character with com- 


placency, and rejoice in his gorernment. 


If, hcwever, you walk with God, you will habitually re- 


gard his presence. By faith you will see him that is invisible, 
feel as before him, and act as in his sight. The realizing 


_ views of God not only impress yeur minds with seriousness, 


pore immediately employed in his worship, but you set the 
Lord always before you in the ordinary concerns of life. 
Alas! how defective are most in such a walk! May the 


thoughts of the presence and infinite perfections of ‘Deity 


always possess our minds, and habitually influence our con : 


duct. Let us remember the divine injunction given to ia | 
1 


Ik you walk with God, you will steadily regard his providence 


The enmity of the carnal mind against him leads the men 


second causes, and thus they put as far from them as possible 
the great first Cause, “ who worketh all in all,” If they 18 


per in their way, they ascribe their success to their own skill 
and industry: if they suffer adversity, they either sink into 


sullen discontent, or vent their rage against the instruments 
of their calamities. . They practically exclude him from the 


oſ Christ; and to devote yourselves to his ser - 

vice. Thus “ now in Christ Jesus, ye who sometime wer e 
afar eff, are made nigh by the blood of Christ.“ Such is 
43 ö true religion; and as our entrance on 
the divine life is exhibited — 2 the idea of * coming to 


I. To walk with God, is to have a continual regard to him. 
in the whole of our conduct. Unregenerate men, whatever 
may be their speculative notions of religion, or however re- 


the world to attribute almost every 1 * to the influence of 
ro 
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fits ie Gvety event whéttier great or small ; to discern 
his goodness in every blessing we enjoy; and to submit to his 
correction in every evil we suffer, by whatever means brou 


hands, and every event onder his control, the true christian 
“acknowledges him in all his ways ;” and, confiding in his 
Wisdom, power, and love, he commits himself, and all bis 
Soncerns to his disposal, without whose notice and design 
not a sparrow falls to the ground.“ 

II you walk with God, you will regard his revealed will as 
the rule of your conduct. As he has clearly revealed his will, 
in the sagred scriptures, you will enquire at those lively 
oracles, “‘ what he would have you to do?” And while others 
are governed by their own depraved inclinations, or the sinful 
customs, and selfish maxims of the world, you will adopt the 
word of God as the rule of your conduct. Impressed with a 
sense of your unspeakable obligations to him, you will study 
to please him, without regarding the praises or censures of 
man. Nor will you be satisfied with obeying the divine com- 
mands in some instances, where there are no difficulties to be 


encountered, or but little self-denial required; but you will 


aim 4 to walk in all the ordinances and commandments of the 
Lord blameless.” Thus you will endeavour to approve your- 
selves to him, by doing his will from the heart, by a conscien- 
tious performance of every social and relative duty, and by a 
constant attendance on all the ordinances of divine worship. 
Aud finally, if you walk with God, you will regard his 
as the great end x actions. The leading object whic 
he has in view in all he does, is the advancement of his own 
; and all other ends are subordinate and subservient to 


m. As he makes the mani- 


‘ares, not only to denote the common participation, which 
_ ‘two or more individuals may have in the same object or en- 


upon us, | Assured that the hearts of all men are in the Lord's 


119 | 
11 
ter 
mi et 
1 hi 7 
‘ nis. He is the highest and best of beings, it is therefore just 
Wi proper that he should pr his own glory as his chief 
| an nd require every intelligent creature to concur with 
him. If tk n you walk with God, you will not seek first your 
1 own honour or interest, but aim to his honour, and 
he advancen of his king 
1 dne advancement of his kin 
estation nis infinite p. us in the salvation of sinners 
esus Christ his chief ief end will heartily fall i h 
plan, labour to thers he <dience 
never hether you eat or drink, you wifl 
Wy 0 all to che clory of God.“ Thus ver will be “ workers to- 
with h Ge maintain habitua communion 
1 


made alive to God, we cannot live total 
1 ness, which leads them to constant and fam 


7 


— — pment, but to express that converse or intercourse which 


ievers maintain with God. This is often spoken of in the 


scriptures as the privilege of all his people; “as God hath 
) said, I will dwell fo teed nail walk in them.” It is true the 
Old Testament saints laboured under peculiar disadvantages 


in their intercourse with him, arising from the obscurity of 
the dispensation under which they lived. To them he re- 


vealed himself more as a righteous governor, than as à mer- 
ciful father; which, in their approaches to him, produced a 
spirit of bondage and slavish fear. But now, under the gos- 
pel dispensation, ‘“*‘ we have boldness to enter into the holiest 
of all by the blood of Jesus.“ Through Christ the media- 
tor of the new covenant,“ we behold ** God the judge of all“ 
_ seated upon a throne of e, and we are invited to“ come 
boldly, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need.“ By faith in the sacrifice and intercession of the 
great High Priest, the believer draws nigh to the mercy-seat, 


all his heart before him; confesses his manifold sins ; spreads 
his sorrows; makes known his wants; and offers up his grate- 
ful acknowledgements for every blessing. What infinite con- 


descension ‘and mercy in the High and Lofty One, whose 


name is Holy, to permit us, who are but sinful dust and ashes, 


to seek in vain; for “the Lord meeteth with him that remem- 


draw nigh to God, he draws nigh to you? Has he not in- 
structed you by his word and spirit; revealed to your souls 
his mercy and grace; —— 2 for you in times of danger; 
communicated to your sou 
given to you sometimes a peace of mind which passeth all 
understanding ?” Nor are you driven to a throne of grace by 
a sense of your necessities only, but it is your delight to com- 
- mune with God; and your chief pleasures are derived from 
the contemplation of the divine perfections, and the enjoy- 
ment of his favour. The profane sinner and the formal pro- 
fessor may ridicule your pretensions to communion with him; 
but there are times when you can say with the beloved apos- 
the, Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and his Son 


This inestimable privilege is not enjoyed to the same ex- 
tent by every real stian. If indeed our souls have been 


rs to commu- 
nion with him: but while some cherish that spiritual-mind 


with their reconciled Father in the spirit of adoption, others 


and when in the presence of his reconciled Father, he pours out 


to speak to him in prayer and praise! Nor shall we be left _ 


bereth him in his way.” Do you not find, that while you — 


fresh supplies of grace; and 


iliar intercourse ~ 
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Heter “follow afar off The throne of grace is indeed 
always acbessible; bat alas! the cares and enjoymenis of liſe 
oftedindispose'the heart for spiritual exercises, and busi- 
nens er company are too frequently suffered to rob us of that 
time which should be held sacred to converse in secret with — 
our best Friend. Shame and confusion. of face become us, 
that we know so little of the pleasures of intimate communion © 
with him. It was not so with Enoch; his, affections were set 
en things Above; God was bis supreme delight, and his “ von- 
versation was in heaven,” even while he sojourned on earth. 
38. To walk with God is to persevere in religion. The figure 
expresses a going forward. Enoch's religion was not a tran- 
sient feeling, but a permanent and abiding principle. He 
walked with God upwards of three. hundred years.—All the 
_ ‘representations we have of true religion in the divine word 
daescribe it as progressive. The exhortations to advancement 
ina godliness make up a large portion of the scriptures; and the 
promises of the Lord encourage us to expect it in the use of 
the appointed means. We are aware that some injudicious 
professors of the gospel, represent it as a matter of course for 


Foung conperts after a time, to decline in their attachment 
tio dieine things; or, as they express it, 10 lose their first 
loue: and that this is too often the case we cannot deny. 
But the marked disapprobation with which our Lord used this 
Phrase in His address to the church at Ephesus, and the so- 
warning’ connected with jt, are sufficient to shew the 
pernicious tendency of this unscriptural notion. Such an 
@mperience,is too much like that of the stony-grourd 
_ hearers, who received the word with joy, but endured only 
for a while, because they had no root in them ;” and whose 
_@haracters are contrasted with those who“ brought forth 
ſruit with perseverance.” Your minds have, no doubt, often 
been pained while reflecting on many apparently promising 
characters, who-set out with you in the ways of God, but who 
| have — back, and walked no more with you; some of 
woc have been choked with cares and riches, and the lust 
14 ok other thitgs: others have fallen a prey to the most per- 
Migieus-errofs ;,and many have returned like the doy to his 
and their last state has been worse than the first. 
While you acknowledge your obligations to the upbolding 
hand. of God, v ho has preserved, yon from.the,gulph of apos- | 
da bewand of, resting satisfied with your present attainments. 
brethren, bey much there is to be known and enjoyed 
in feligion, to which those who have made the greatest pro- 
Sress are yet Strangers. How little have we done for Christ 
— pases cause, compared with our obligations to 
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ed us very far do 
we fall short of the attainments of ‘many: whose advantages 
have been fewer than ours! Enoch’ walked with God in 
time when, comparatively speaking, there were few spiritual 
helps, and no written revelation. @ lived under a dispensa~ 
tion much less perfect than that of the law, and yet the law 
itself was only the shadow of the privileges atid blessings of 
the gospel. Let it then be your constant aim to obtain a 
= — knowledge of God in Christ, and a deeper insight 
plan of salvation by him; more holy com- 
placency in God, and more intimate communion with im; a 
more decided victory over every corruption, and a more lively 
exercise of every grace; and, in a word, to abound more and 
more in the work of the Lerd. Take the words of Paul for 
r motto, J press toward the mark, for the prize of tie 
igh calling of God in Christ Jesus. Difficulties you must 
expect to meet with in your 2 both from within and 
from without; but you have the divine promise to encourage 
vou to go forward They — the Lord shall renew 
tbeir strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they 
But we proceed, 
ilustrite the importance of walking with 
Walking with God affords the: preservative 
from sin. ‘The remaining depravity of our hearts; the numer- 
ous snares of the world, pen * subtle devices of Satan, con- 
spire to render our situation in this life extremely perilous. 
la addition to these common sources of danger, every age 
of man, every condition and situation in life, have their pe- 
culiar temptations. Nor can we depend for safety, in the 
hour of temptation, on our past experience of divine good- 
ness, aor our present resolution to cleave to the : no 
degrees of 4 gifts, or maturity of — in wna 
church of Christ, wil us from falling into the most —— 
dus sins; unless ue near The truth o 
observations is sufficiently evinced; not only ——— we 
read in the divine word of the falls of the most eminent saints, 
but from many affecting instances of grossimmorality, which 
have occurred amongst us. We have seen not only the in- 
experienced recruit in the army of Jesus: fall — his 
spiritual enemies, but even the standard-bearers have been 
led ¢aptive by Satan in the chains of their own lust. Those 
whe talents by which we have been instrueted and 
edifed, and ho filled the most important stations in the church 
of Christ, have wrought such folly iu Israel, as to fill the hearts 
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_ previously have awfully departed in heart from God. 


fear of offending him, even in your 
and effectually di every vile thou 


“Father will afford 


“eonsciences kept 
on God, and in obedience to bis commands, be will e 


| Ged, and nothing 


which will not be — 


8 


fane triumph to his enemies. Such things ought — 
us tremble for ourselves, and im eas upon all — 
divine admonition, ‘Let him thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall.“ While we feel a proper abhorrence of 


these.evils, we should. be concerned to trace them up to their 


source, that) we may avoid them. There is reason to fear 


that many who have. indulged in impure practices, never 


— grace of God in truth; and thou 
may for 2 been drawn into suc 


some 
evils, 


men 
ey must 


sliding begins in the closet. When secret prayer is neglected, 


the heart loses its relish for spiritual things; the principles 
be- | 


of grace, by which alone sin can be successfully resisted, 


dome feeble ;,the soul is deprived of its best defence, and 


eee y tothe first inv 
foe. Aud what a train of awful effects flow from the deed 
of one unguarded hour, which not only follow the individual 
through life, but fill his dying moments with bitter regrets ! 
Would you wish then, brethren, to be preserved from those 


evils which wonld destroy your peace, and render you a scan- 


dal to your profession '—Walk with God. Be thou in the 
tear of the Lord all the day.“ An habitual realizing sense of 


the divine presence, will keep alive in your hearts a salutary 
most — retirements, 
got and imagination. 

reply to every so- 
great and 


an onder the eye of God, you w 
I do this 
\God?” Daily communion w 2 our reconciled 
such pure and ex pleasure, as to 
delights of 

by prayer continual supplies from 


leave 
sin. 


the — Christ, yo will be renewed, your 


ndance 
keep from falli alk in th — 

power to ou. „ Walk in the Spirit, 
e shall not fal Hel che lusts of the flesh.” The late excellent 

will hurt you.” 

A close walk with Gods i 
you from the most dangereus errors. 


you live in de 


r; and 


‘a neglect of private prayer, — and 
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2. Walking with God is ne 
able in our Christian profession. 


and be able to retain a name and a place among his pe 


barrenness of Christian grace 
alas l too voor indicate the distance at which they live from 


mon observation, That a man is known by the company 


the glory of Christ in hischurches, 
B 


| 


to adopt sentiments suited to quiet his conscience, 


and ward off the reproofs of his brethren. Those who have 
given up the fundamental doctrines of the deity and atone- 


ment of Christ, have previously entertained light thoughts 


ol ein, and drank deep into the spirit of the world} and a de- 
nial of the moral law as the rule of conduct, bas generally _ 
religion 


been preceded by an indifference. to , 
Take heed, br n, lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing fromthe living God. Growing 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
the great preventative from being led away by the error of 
the wicked,” and so. falling from your steadfastness.” «>» 
to render us truly onour- 
e may conduct ourselves so 
as to avoid bringing a public scandal on the cause of Christ, 


e, 
with but little of the power of vital godliness; but we 
not adoru the doctrine of God our Saviour. There are many 
professors of religion, against whom no e positive im- 
morality can be brought; yet their unamiable 


pel. Their 
ghteousness, 


ent them from being an honour to the ge 
es and the fruits of ri 


the great Head of divine influence. But a Christian ought 
to aim at something high 
positive evil, even to “let his light so shine before men, that 


they seeing his good works, may glorify his Father who is in 
— 4 2 near to God, that our 


aces can flourish, and that we can feel the sanetifying in- 


heaven.“ It is however only by 


ce of divine truth on our hearts and lives; and thus be 


manifesii declared to be the epistles of. Christ, known and 
read of all men. There is nothing which so much tends to 


improve our character as communion with God. It is a — 


We almost ee, imitate the manners, and 


keeps. 


imbibe the spirit of those with whom we frequently and fa- 


miliarly associate. Thus habitual communion with God will 


a enlarge your views, elevate your affections, sanctify your 


tempers, and g ly transform you into his image. As 
the; face of Moses — a heavenly lustre when be 
came down from the mount, so if you live much with God, 
you.will be adorned with all the beauties of holiness, and be 


* 


4 


& 


tempers) un- 
walk, and cold indifference to the interest of Christ, 


er than a mere abstinence from 
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4 


with ‘God. | When he called you by his grace, he had some 


farther in view than your salvation ; he caused 


bis light to shine upon ‘you, that from you it might be reflect- 


might be blessings 
Cod has done for you, and all be has wrought in you. Surely 
gratitude for favours as those you have receive 
will constrain you: to a not to yourselves, but to him red 
died and rose again. We trust, brethren, you do in some 
mesure enter into tbese designs, and feel the force of these 
22 and consequently desire to promote the spiritual 


gien. 


But these desirable objects can never be realized 
5 acalous attention to the interests of personal re- 
you ile at a distance from God, you will feel but 


little en to speak and act for —4 Possessing but 
little interest in the truths and blessings of the gospel your- 


selves, you will not be anxious to become instrumental in im- 


parting the enjoyment of them to others; 


and being i great measüre strangers to the pleasures of 

 Commnmon — God, you will be ill qualified to others 
to taste and and see that 

mind, the feeble attempts you make to do good, will prove 

ineffectual; hot being seconded by the influence of a corre- 


| exemple, nor succeeded by the divine blessing— 


be. connexion between consistency of character and useful- 
= ts inseparable. IF. vou cherish pride, censoriousness, 
levity; and a wotldly spirit, your example, instead of recom- 
thétruths=of the gospel, will only confirm the pre- 


jadices ofthe men of the world against ; obstruct the 
suceess: of the ministry on which you | attend; and weaken 


the hearts aud hands of the more active servants of the Lord. 
If, however, your convetsation be as becometh the gospel, 
‘every word ypu drop, whether of serious reproof, or of earnest 


Sistency af your own characters; while the keen retort, 
“Physician heul thyself,” is sufficient to silence the most 


much greater consequence to our real usefulness, both as 


hist Christians and ministem, than the most splendid and attractive 


gifts.» Hence we often observe, that a faithful minister, tho’ 
of slender talents, whose heart is warm with love to Christ, 
and the souls of men, and whose 
a living comment on the holy doctrines he delivers, is gene- 


sally more than the most * 
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ith bis Salvation, that ou 
sito others. This is the great end of all that 


Lord is gracious. In this state of 


with 


of your families, the church of God, and the world at 


exhortation; will receive additional emphasis from the con- 


apparent y-zealous unholy Spirituality of mind 


conductexbibit — 
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} much at a distance from the fountain of living waters? 


. and taste so little of the 


11 


And the —— edifyin — — fervent pray- 
ers of real christians, are often made the means of softening 


hearts, of men. 
Your Savard 


true religion -r to make its possessors 
we wish you to remember, that its comforts cannot be enjoyed, 
‘unless you live habitually under its influence. A little reli- 
ion “lity keep the of your consciences, — 
isqu partaki the guilty pleasures of 

It is only in the lively exercise of Christian graces, and in the 
diligent „eee, of holy duties, that you can have “the 
While 8 fie | ed from hi 

lie you ve m, can enjoy no satis- 
factory interest Christ; — when a 
confidence of safety is maintained, and a serious walk with 
_ God neglected, there is reason to fear such a confidence will 
make ashamed. Moreover, he will chastise your lukewarm- 
ness and indifference, by withholding from you the light 
of his and the of 
racters will expose you to the reproaches 
sciences, unless you * hardened throu 
sin. As God is the fountain of all true felicity, no solid happi- 
ness can be found, but in communion with him and devotedness 
to his service; and the man who de from him, like the dove 
sent out of the ark, will wander from one object to another, 


without finding any place on which to rest the sole of his foot 
till he return. For the truth of these sentiments, we appeal 


to your own experience. Do you not enjoy the most peace 
and happiness — he — 
the other hand, do not all your distresses arise from living — 
is 
owing to the want of a close walk with God in private, that we 
derive so little advantage from the public means of 
pleasures of Christian fel — 
To the same cause must be attributed the lamentable divisions 
which too frequently occur in churches; for in 
we decline in spirituality, the bond of union is relaxed, — 
consequently alienation and discord follow. Of many churches 


and individuals God may say, as he did of Israel of old, O that 
thou hadst hearkened unto. my then had 


and winning 


with: walking: wi with God. Ten are 
happy; but 


consciences, that you please God. 


of — 
the 


you live the nearest to God? And, on 
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Vod; but in seasons of danger and 
unless ue enjoy the consolations of religion. The present 


te, | 

| 4 


but Providence has cast our lot in 
d share more large 


Fe, 


time of trial! The hearts of ay 
the troubles of life like the reed shaken with the wind. But 
habitual 


circumstances. 
whose mind is 


The time of our 


en time we should wish to enjoy a lively 
in Ohrist, and a 
rit, it is in this last season of conflict. Sufficient for that day 
d dhe evil thereof, without the’dreadful additions of doubts — 
ead. darkness as the future. Nor should we wish to finish 
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important to bur peace and happiness. 
The first is, in a time of trial and affliction. In the most 
difficulty we shall faint, 


a 
* 


has always been a state of tribulation to the people of God: 


times, and we know not how soon we may be called 
ly in the general “distress of nations.” 
ects before us, without much personal religion 
those who 


walk carelessly, and whose faith is feeble, will be 


from his appointment; and of all working toge 


tj them that love him, are sufficient, if realized, not only to 
Preserve us from sinking under the calamities of life, but to 
make * in tribulation. If you walk with God, you 


a refuge anda very present help in time of 
pre het, “Although the 


trouble, so that 


you way say with t 


the 
tree shall not blossom, fruit be in the vine; 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
met the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
_.  ghall-be:no herd in the stalls; yet I will 


Fejoice in the Lord, 
The other season to which we refer is the hour of death, 


man cannot look 

anxiety. If at 
of interest 
large measure of the consolations of his Spi- 


solemnity to which even a good 
but with some degree of trembi 


nce; if we cherish a worldly spirit; even 
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dark and tem- 


stayed on thee.” The thoughts of his being 
at the helm of the universe; of all that befals us springin 
t cher for good 


e out of this world, is a period of 
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4 1 u wilt keep bim in berfect peace 
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ry 
aun with joy on our own account but that in 
vaine o religion, in supporting the mit th- 
. 


eins, it will of 
ing. There is a manifest difference in 
out of life; 


men d 


fested in his to his yet those who honour 
God by a holy, useful, and consistent life, he usually honours 
with a peaceful, and sometimes a triumphant death. Mark 
dhe perfect man, behold the upright, the end of that man is 
peace.” | 


It̃t is true that we have no.reason to,expect, that we, like 
Enoch, shall be translated without seeing death: he was taken 


walk in his steps we shall enjoy all that was substantial in his 
Privilege. The God whom we serve, having been our Guide, 
_ Companion, and Counsellor through life, will meet us at death, 
and take us into of joy 
and where we shall walk, | 
Thus will end the life of faith. Thenceforth; we shal 
walk by sight, and see him as he is, being for ever with 
God, and li ‘aim in holiness and felicity. Even in this vale 
of tears we receive many expressions of his special love: 
— happiness in this is only as a few before 
the eopious shower, Here we see but through a glass 
— there we shall behold his unclouded glories. Here 
ve only taste of the stream * divine ble ut. there we 
shall drink of the fountain. 
Surely such powerful — and Prospects 


ought to influence you steadily‘ to pursue 


God, watch, dear brethren, against every thing that would 


interrupt it, and attend to the means which are calculated to 
— Saffer no sin to have the dominion over you. 

alk in the light, as he is in the light. Beware of an inordi- 
nate love to 
unnecessary intimact with the world which lieth in wicked> 
ness. Cherish will to all men, and Be ready by every 
means in your power to promote their 


not that the friendship of the world is ‘enmity to God?“ 
Choose for your 


some'die under a cloud ; others in the full triumph of faith, 
ici e do not 


miraculously to heaven, like Elijah and our Lord. But if We 


world. God is jealous of bis honour, nd 


and — 
welfare: but be not conformed to the world, for “know ye 


intimate associates the most spiritual aud 
sr minded. Consider every thing as a good which 
lends you's Goll endovery thing an 
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Brother Crapps began with prayer; brother Smith 
esusanswered and saiduntohim, 


‘by bin Sen of Ged. 
Spirit. Attend with seriousness and c 


on all the means 
of grace, “FiNALLY, BRETHREN, GIVE DILIGENCE TO MaKe 
YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE: FOR SO AN EN?PRANCE 
SHALL BE MixisT YUU ABUNDANTLY INTO THE 


in chal of che -Amocition, 
WILLIAM ‘Mopenaton. 


BREVIATES. 


— where we met, began with prayer. Brother Heighton 


was chosen Moderator. The letters from the churches were 
read. Brother Nichols — concluded with Pr er. 
Wednesday morning, vi. Met for prayer. The brethren 


a 
— half-past x. for public 


ed from John iii. 3. 
erily, verily, I say unto thee, Eacept a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God; brother Jarvis prayed. 


Brother Hull, of Leicester, preached from 2 Peter tii. 8.— 


One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
seers as one diy. Brother Sutclif aed in prayer. 


from Phil. ii. 12.—Work out your own tien aum. and 
tremb ling. and concluded with prayer 


After the congregation was dismissed, the Ministers and 
Menengers heard the Circular by brother 


farman, which was approved. 
i morning, vi. After singing, and, prayer by bro- 
ther Burton, several of the Ministers related their experience 


during the past 


Thursday 


year, and brother Sutelif concluded 
ayer. The business of the Association Fund was 
he gent Association to be held at Northampton, on the 


Jarmanand Fidler to preach. Put at the. Peacock. 
The n nature, design, and 


brother Blundell. to write it-— 
ssociation with prager. 
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ING or ou AND ‘Gavtous 


evening, vi. Met again for public | 
Brother 2 prayed. Brother Blundell 


ith 
ed. 


des day in Whitsun-week, 1812. Brethren 
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the extension of the Association, occupying, so much time in 
reading, it is a highly desirable, that, in future, ofeach 


should contain concise account the nae e 
| State of the since the last Association. 
| 2 8 1 
— — ——— 4 — — — 
Arnsby....... 5 | * 3 
Bugbrook,.... A. 4 1 2 


Burton-upon- rent ee 10 | 
| Cellingham .. 10 
2 
1 


Dunstable..... eeeeeeeene 


Guilsborough. 
Ivinghoe..... 
Ketteri ng . 
Leicester 
Newark-upon- Trent 
Nosthamp ton. 
Nottingham 


| * 


| al ing. 
| 


— : — 
2 


* 


— 


eld „„ „ „ 6 6 


1 2 
* 
J. 
| 


"i 
| Swanwick fy | | 1 
» Walgrave.. eset „ „% „%% „„ 6 1 | 


| 

divided: from-the Church, and separate interest.— 


2 
1 


| N. B. The letters ban the Churches, in consequence of 


—— 


— 
— - — — — ~ — 


- 


— 
* — 


* 


— - 


— 


—— — 


2 


— 
— 
— 


— 
7 


— 


; 


144 

| 

3 

| 

2. 

iit 

| | 
1 
| 
| | 
* 
} 
Pil 
qa 
1 
* 4 


~ 


— 


— + — 


— * 


— 


* 


— ũÿ ——ů—ùͤ⁊ ↄ 


> 


We 


- = - November 27. 


ARNSBY, and (Curstone, in Easter as usul. 
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„ 20, Prinee's-stree xford-street, 
and J. and A. Glasgow. 
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EUGENIO AND — 


OR, 
TIONS RESPECTING rar EVIDENCE 


towards an imperil satement of the 


ments for this practice and against it. 
re Paternoster-row,, ‘London. 


wis priblisied in one Volume 14 
al HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH BAPTISTS, 


Including an investigation of the of Ba tism in Bugland, from the 
earliest period to which it caw be the close of the 
Te which ave prefited, l,, 


Testimonies of Anciont — of Adult Baptiom, 


from Dr. G1 Piece, titl 4 Infant 
JOSEPH IVIMEY. 


5 


= ‘English language. Our readers will have perceived the interest- 
ure of the materials which compose the volume; and as many as can 
it, will doubtless read it themselves, and form their own j * 
e believe the ſar 
is pew to them, 
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The Nelete, Pe 


Associations. 


CIRCULAR 


FROM THE | | 
II VS ERS AND MESSENG ERS 
OF THE 


NO THAMPTONSHIRE AS sOCIATI 


Assembled at Northampton, May 19, 0 21. 
e 1812. | 


the fm nt doctrines of three in the 
€iod-head : ng élection ; original sin; particular re- 


Ademption; — justification by the imputed righteousness of Christ; 


eflicacious grace in regeneration; the final perseverance of real be- 


; 2 the resurrection of the dead; the future judgment ; the eternal 


ppiness of the righteous, and everlasting misery of such as die im- 
potent with the — order of the churches inviolably es 


To the several Churches they represent ; 
Meeting at Loscoe, and Swanwick, Derbyshire; Sutton-Ashfield, Cob 


linghant, Newark-upon-Trent; and Nottingham, Nottinghamshire; 


Ae Trent, Staffordshire; Sheepshead, Leicester, Sutton-in- 
Elms, Arnsby, and Foxton, Leicestershire ; Oakham, Ratland’; 


ding, Lincolnshire; Gretton, Clipstone, Guilsborough, Braunston, 
algrave; Kettering, Moulton, Road, Bugbrook, and 
Northampton, Northamptonshire; Olney, Fenny-Stratford, and Iving- 
hoe, Buckinghamshire; Dunstable, and St, 
Albans, Hertfordshire, 


be and God our Father, and from | 


Jesus Christ our Lord? 
‘phan BRETHREN, 


10 
tell igence from the churehes has been much more en- 


couraging than it was this year.“ Our increase is but 
small, most of the churches, however, have pastors, 


and enjoy internal tranquillity. 
— 59 to the promise which we made at our 


last annual meeting, we this year undertake to ad- 
dress you on the nature, design, and advantages of 


associations. . We do not recollect, that in any former 


We regret to state that no lettiers were received ‘from the churches 


at St, Athans and Spalding, but we have learned thatour brother Crappes, 
das this year 
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WE have the pleasure to boden you, that we met 
at the time and place appointed. The in- 
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